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1.  LOCATION 

Part  of  section  10-59-18-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  12.  This  loca- 
tion is  64  miles  north  east  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  28  and  on  a branch 
line  of  the  Canadian  National  Railway,  Edmonton  to  Cold  Lake. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,153  feet  Latitude  - 54/06  Longitude  - 112/37 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 60.1  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 10.2  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 36.8  degrees  F. 

4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.34  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 52.9  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 17.63  inches. 

(Note  — Section  3 and  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  the 
Edmonton  Airport.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the 
Belly  River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is 
a series  of  light  colored  sandstone  and  shales.  This  horizon  in  other  parts 
of  the  province  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

6.  SOIL 


Warspite  is  in  the  dark  grey  wooded  soil  zone. 

Vegetation: 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile: 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  which  may 
be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can 
usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black,  grey  black, 
or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic 
matter  and  considerably  greyer  than  the  top  soil.  The  total  depth  of  these 
surface  horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub  soil  is  generally 
dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  50  inches. 

Fertility: 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Lea- 
ching of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nu- 
trients. Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 
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Land  Use: 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses 
in  crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  requi- 
red, should  be  practised  for  best  results. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  village  was  built  on  the  homestead  of  Ralph  Burns,  and  was 
named  “Frances”  after  his  daughter.  In  1920  it  was  renamed  “Warspite” 
after  the  British  cruiser  which  fought  so  gallantly  in  the  battle  of  Jutland 
during  the  First  World  War. 

In  1914  the  villagers  petitioned  for  a school,  and  it  was  built  later 
that  year.  In  1917,  Bert  Miller  became  operator  of  the  first  bus  in  the  pro- 
vince when  he  purchased  a 7-passenger  touring  car  and  operated  over  a 
railroad  grade  and  the  Victoria  Trail  from  Warspite  to  Edmonton.  In  1919 
the  first  train  from  Edmonton  arrived  at  Warspite. 

The  first  church  built  in  the  village  was  of  Presbyterian  faith. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  land  around  Warspite  is  rolling  and  provides  for  a good  mixed 
farming  area.  Warspite  is  situated  on  a paved  highway  between  Edmonton 
and  St.  Paul. 

There  are  approximately  60  homes  in  the  village  with  the  average 
rent  for  a four  room  home  being  $40.00  per  month. 

For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  fishing  and  bird  hunting  in  the 

district. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  council  consists  of  three  members.  One  member  is 
elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  Each  year  one  councillor  is  appoin- 
ted mayor.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village 
in  accordance  with  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  village  hires  a part  time  police  constable. 

Building  Regulations: 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings 
must  be  approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Electrical 
Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  — One  1942  - 840  GPM  pumper  with  700  gallon  tank, 
150  feet  of  2V2  inch  hose,  250  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose,  ladders,  axes,  crowbars, 
coats,  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply  — Water  is  obtained  from  a well  and  is  pumped 
into  a 2,000  gallon  reservoir. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  60%  of  value  $ 17,930 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value  186,380 

Business  28,870 

Power  3,920 

Total  Assessment  $237,100 


Mill  Rate  — Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 


22  35  5 62  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  village  - 160  acres. 

Streets  and  lanes  - 5 acres. 

Public  parks  and  playgrounds  - 4.8  acres. 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes  - Asphalt  Gravel  Total 


Provincial  Main 
Streets  and  Roads 
Lanes 


.75  .75 

1.125  1.125 

L5  1.5 

Total  Miles  3.675 


There  is  approximately  a half  mile  of  cement  sidewalk  in  the 

village. 


Residential  areas  are  lined  with  modern  comfortable  homes. 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - .75  miles. 

Water  mains  - 1.25  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Ca- 
nadian Utilities  Limited. 

Residential  Rates: 

First  40  KWH  used  per  month  - TVzc.  per  KWH. 

Next  160  KWH  used  per  month  - 3 l/10c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 1 l/10c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00. 

Payment  — the  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid 
within  10  days  from  the  date  rendered.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate 
(being  the  above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

Commercial  Rates: 

Demand  charge  — First  KW  of  connected  load  - $1.00. 

Each  additional  KW  of  connected  load  - 50c. 

Energy  charge  — First  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 
Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — Demand  charge  but  not  less  than 
$1.50. 

Payment  — the  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid 
within  10  days  from  the  date  rendered.  When  not  so  paid  the  gross  rate 
(being  the  above  net  rate  plus  five  percent)  applies. 

Power  Rates: 

Demand  charge  — 50c  net  per  HP  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge  — First  25  KWH  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA 
connected  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  connected  - 4c  per 
KWH. 

All  additional  KWH  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  connected 
2c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $1.00  HP  but  not  less  than  $2.00. 
Payment  — the  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid 
within  10  days  from  the  date  rendered. 

When  not  so  paid  the  gross  rate  (being  the  above  net  rate  plus 
five  percent)  applies. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 2,000  gallon 
reservoir  and  then  into  the  mains.  The  majority  of  the  residents  own  their 
own  wells. 
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Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 
Total  Solids  1,040 

Ignition  Loss  54 

Hardness  105 

Sulphates  282 

Chlorides  17 

Alkalinity  485 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Carbonate  of  Soda,  Lime  and  Magnesium. 
Nitrites  trace 

Nitrates  trace 

Iron  .4 

Fluorine  nil 

Remarks:  Soda  content  equals  28.2  grains  per  gallon.  Soda  may 
corrode  aluminum  and  harm  plants.  Water  is  chemically  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 20c  per  gallon. 

No  storage  tanks  in  the  village,  supplies  are  procured  from  Ed- 
monton. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Winter  grade  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 17c  per  gallon. 

No  storage  tanks  in  village. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Edmonton  and  Thorhild  mines. 

Rates  per  ton  delivered:  Lump  Egg  Slack 

Edmonton  $12.50  $11.50  $10.50 

Thorhild  $4.50  per  ton  at  mine  run. 


The  main  street  of  Warspite  is  adjacent  to  the  railway  tracks. 
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21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cereals,  dairy  products,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry  pro- 
ducts, sand,  gravel,  straw. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  — Post  Office. 

Provincial  — Alberta  Government  Telephones. 

Municipal  — - Village  Office  housing  (Secretary-Treasurer,  Police 
Department),  Fire  Hall. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Warspite,  the  closest  being  at  Smoky  Lake, 
seven  miles  east. 

The  village  is  visited  monthly  by  members  of  the  North  Eastern 
Alberta  Health  Unit,  which  provides  the  following  services:  immunization 
of  pre-school  and  school  children,  examination  of  any  person  residing  in 
the  health  unit  district,  pre-natal  care,  inspection  of  water  and  food  supply 
as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONEL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  National  Railway  — dayliner  Edmonton  to  Cold  Lake 
via  Warspite. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coaches  — daily  service  east  and  west. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton. 

26.  NEWSPAPER 

Nil. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  National  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Telephones. 
Post  Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Stations  — Edmonton  (CFRN,  CJCA,  CKUA,  CBX, 
CHED,  CHFA). 

Nearest  Television  Stations  — Edmonton  (CFRN-TV,  CBXT-TV) 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Nil. 

29.  HOTELS 


Type  of  Service 
Barber 


No.  of  Establishments 

1 


Warspite 
39.  MOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms 
8 


$3.00  up 


Rates  Beer  License 
5.00  up  yes 


Nil. 

Tourist  Camp. 

Campsite  — half  mile  north  of  the  village. 


31.  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic,  United,  Ukrainian  Greek  Orthodox. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Women’s  Institute,  Red  Cross  So- 
ciety, Athletic  Club,  White  Lightning  Car  Club. 

34.  EDUCATION 

Warspite  School  District  No.  3241  is  a unit  of  the  Smoky  Lake 
County  No.  13.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  French,  Art,  Drama,  Typing. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers 
Elementary  1-6  4 

Junior  High  7-9  2 

High  10-12  2 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity  Stage 
Community  Hall  250  yes 

(with  dining  room  and  kitchen) 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  public  library  in  the  village.  A library  is  maintained 
at  the  school  with  the  principal  in  charge. 

Other  Activities  — Drama  at  school. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  — Athletic  Club,  4H  Club. 

Girls  — Athletic  Club,  4H  Club. 


No.  of  Pupils 

116 

39 

30 


Piano 

yes 


Modern  schools  serve  students  from  village  and  area. 
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38.  SPORTS 

Hockey  (senior  and  junior),  curling,  badminton,  baseball  (senior 
and  junior). 

Sport  Facilities  — Covered  curling  rink  with  two  sheets  natural 
ice,  open  air  hockey  and  skating  rink,  baseball  diamond,  school  play- 
grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Sports  day  only. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  U.F.A.  Oil  Distribu- 
tors. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Industry  No.  of  Producer  or 

or  Business  Establishments  Manufacturer  Wholesale  Retail 


Barbers 

1 

Confectionery 

1 

1 

Coal  Dealers 

1 

1 

Feed  Mill 

1 1 

1 

1 

Garages  & Service 

Stations 

2 

2 

Grain  Elevators 

4 (Total  capacity  278,000  bushels) 

General  Store 

5 

5 

Hardware  Store 

1 

1 

Hotel 

1 

Insurance  Agents 

4 

Milk  Delivery 

1 

1 

1 

Oil  Distributors 

2 

2 

Pool  Room 

1 

Propane  Gas  Dist. 

1 

1 

Restaurant 

1 

Welding  see  Garages 

43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites  can  be  purchased  from  the  village 
at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Warspite  is  the  centre  of  a mixed  farming  district.  About  one- 
third  of  the  total  farm  income  is  obtained  from  the  sale  of  cattle  and  hogs 
respectively.  The  balance  comes  from  the  sale  of  grain,  butterfat  and  poul- 
try products.  Egg  production  has  expanded  in  recent  years.  The  importance 
of  the  total  livestock  program  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  some  75%  of  the 
areas  cropped  each  year  are  devoted  to  the  production  of  feed  grains  and 
fodder. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 3 miles.  South  - 6 miles. 

West  - 3 miles.  East  - 2V2  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 580. 

Village  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 153. 
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